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characterisations of men of learning and ingenuity with the
words:

It is not to be doubted but that Richard Hooker was born at
Heavy-tree, near, or within the precincts, or in the city of Exeter;
a city which may justly boast that it was the birthplace of him, and
Sir Thomas Bodley; as, indeed, the county may, in which it stands,
that it hath furnished this nation with Bishop Jewell, Sir JFrancis
Drake, Sir Walter Raleigh, and many others memorable for their
valour and learning.

Thus he strikes the note to which our ears are now accustomed
whenever the word Devon is uttered. But Drake and all the
valorous men are forward in the histories and may be taken
for granted. How many volumes of Hakluyt clo the ad-
venturers of this one county fill? Yet Devon has claims to a
larger shelf in the English library. It would be a pleasant
pursuit, but a long one, to investigate fully the literary in-
spirations of the county; it is not a question of names only, for
it would be discovered that such inquiry went far into the
larger harmonies and involved the affinity of the poet with the
English feeling for Nature, Throughout our history there has
been a quiet hand-in-hand comradeship between our people
and the country scene. The individuality of mills and homes
and barns and bridges and churches is one with the works of
Nature, like the hedgerows. This genial understanding has
been in the national culture since Saxon days, perhaps
earlier.

Is It but a lucky accident that the traveller on the long road
that lies between Torrington and Bideford, where high hedges
afford scant outlook on surrounding rich varieties, conies
suddenly upon a sharp turn where field gates on each side of
the angle offer him two gleaming visions? He lingers long on
these wonder gates: one looks across miles of field and wood-
land and moor to the summit of Dunkery; the other reveals
the peak of Yes Tor and the dome of Belstone, with many
satisfying glimpses of the Torridge and its luxuriant banks,
Two old farm gates, and they perform a miracle. They were